Mike Venezia’s Getting to Know the World’s Greatest Artists
I have been getting to know the world’s great artists for as long as I can remember. I have to admit that when I started school, I was not a very good student. I didn't even consider myself to be the best artist in the class. But I did use art to help me with essays and stories, and even to show how certain math problems would work. 
Thankfully, my high school art teacher talked me into trying out for The School of The Art Institute of Chicago, which I attended for four years and received a Bachelor of Fine Arts Degree. It was a great experience, and many years later I put my art history knowledge to use in creating my Getting to Know the World's Greatest Artists books.
I recently retired from my job of 33 years as Executive Art Director and Vice President at Chicago's largest advertising agency, Leo Burnett Company, so that I can work full time on my books and videos. I've always had great support from my wife, Jeannine, son and daughter, Mike and Elizabeth, and even my dog, Bear. You can see them in cartoons on the back cover of many of my books.
